
Sixth Sense

Top 8 finalists  
in the second cohort  
of Sixth Sense  
gear up for an  
exciting journey 

progress the industry by ensuring the determining factor for 
growth is the quality of the idea, not by chance.”

Twice a year, Hexagon invites proposals from scaling start-up 
companies looking for the opportunity to take their product to 
the next level. These applications are themed around specific 
challenges based on pressing demands our customers are facing 
and focusing on anything from sustainability to AI integration. Sixth 
Sense offers them access to business insight, proximity to experts 
and technologies to iterate and improve their solutions, as well as 
exposing them to Hexagon’s global customer and partner base.

Milan Kocić, Senior Director of Sixth Sense, Hexagon’s 
Manufacturing Intelligence division, said: “Digital reality and 
automation are our bread and butter, but part of the Sixth 
Sense mission is to function as a mutual exchange of value. 
We are looking forward to learning as much from these nimble 
young companies as they will from us – with our market know-
how and technical heritage, and their agility and dare-to-fail 
culture, I think we can create real magic.”

The eight innovative manufacturing start-ups from across the 
globe who have been announced as the second cohort of the 
Sixth Sense open innovation platform are on the next page. 

A dvanced manufacturing start-ups from around 
the world competed for a spot on Hexagon’s 
open innovation platform, with eight then 
getting the chance to win the top two coveted 
positions. Sixth Sense is an open innovation 

platform where ambitious, scaling start-ups can connect 
with world-class companies to find scale and solve some of 
humanity’s biggest challenges. Our second cohort invited 
applications from companies focusing on smart sustainable 
manufacturing, pursuing solutions in broad areas such as 
big data, machine learning, artificial intelligence, sensors, 
robotics, and mixed reality.

Parth Joshi, Chief Product and Technology Officer for 
Hexagon’s Manufacturing Intelligence division, spoke about 
the role of a program like Sixth Sense. He said, “ in furthering 
innovation and facilitating the creation of exciting solutions, 
saying a truly successful ecosystem needs excellence at all 
levels, and that’s what we’re trying to achieve here. Today’s 
market is more competitive than ever, and even good ideas 
can get lost if all the dominos don’t line up. Sixth Sense 
pinpoints emerging opportunities for greater innovation and 
matures it by giving these companies access to resources 
and customers they otherwise may not get in time. We can 

Sixth Sense second cohort. 
Learn more about Sixth Sense: hexagon.com

https://sixthsense.hexagon.com/


3YOURMIND, Germany
3YOURMIND enables more agile manufacturing with a software 
suite that standardises, optimises, and automates the entire 
process chain to enable on-demand part production. Its software 
is designed to efficiently schedule and track manufacturing 
processes – from the initial order to the finished part.

GelSight, USA
GelSight develops human skin-like tactile sensing technology 
that provides detailed and rapid surface characterisation, 
enabling several surface measurement applications and 
robotic sensing capabilities. GelSight unleashes the full 
potential of high-resolution, 3D tactile sensing with its 
elastomeric platform. Its solutions promise to unlock the 
unlimited potential of tactile sensing technology to transform 
industrial process efficiency, accuracy and quality.

Augmentir, USA
Augmentir provides companies with smart insights into the 
workforce and processes, from “hire to retire”. The suite of tools 
is built on top of Augmentir’s patented Smart AI foundation, 
which closes the loop between training and work execution, 
delivering the data and in-line insights necessary to improve 
operational excellence day-over-day, year-over-year continuously. 
The collected data helps to reduce time to productivity, enables 
targeted reskilling and upskilling, and provides individualised 
guidance and support at the point of work.

Threedy, Germany
They provide visual computing technologies to translate 
the ever-growing web of 3D, business, and process data 
into highly responsive and interactive 3D applications. Its 
instant3Dhub technology translates existing 3D data entities 
into highly interactive experiences while minimising device 
and infrastructure costs.

oculavis, Germany
oculavis develops Visual Assistance software which connects 
machinery and equipment with experts, technicians, and 
customers worldwide. Intuitive Augmented Reality (AR) 
annotations in video calls facilitate focused collaboration between 
technicians and clients. Flexible integrations with the oculavis API 
enable end-to-end smart services and digital business models.

CASTOR, Israel
CASTOR provides automated 3D printing software which analyses 
thousands of parts simultaneously and offers deep technical 
analysis of a complete machine design to identify opportunities 
for additive manufacturing. It enables manufacturers to identify 
cost reduction opportunities, suggests geometry changes to the 
part’s design, estimates the cost and lead time and connects the 
manufacturer to a printing service bureau.

JITbase, Canada
JITbase builds smart manufacturing software that uses machine 
data and information from CNC programmes to calculate the 
optimal sequence of machinist activities on the shop floor. The 
Optimal Path System (OPS) is based on algorithms that calculate 
in real-time what should happen in production to maximise the 
availability rate of the fleet of machines. JITbase builds on basic 
CNC machine monitoring by using algorithms to show machinists 
on the shop floor where to go and when.

Teratonics, France
Teratonics offers highly automated non-destructive testing, 
imaging systems and analysis services through ultrashort 
Terahertz pulses. It uses advanced Terahertz photonics for 
enhanced productivity and reliability. Users can investigate 
every produced part to uncover internal defects and 
measure dimensions. 

Each finalist has developed a unique approach to some of today’s most pressing manufacturing issues, targeting skills 
shortages, inefficiency, and greater sustainability through the challenges of harnessing metaverse-like digital reality and 
automation. Under Sixth Sense, they will be given access to Hexagon’s hard-won market insight, garnered through decades of 
working with blue chip technology leaders, and, through that, fast-track their solutions to commercial success.

Each company will undergo ten weeks of mentoring, product refinement and focus group opportunities with key experts. The programme 
will close with a pitching competition in February 2023. It will see each start-up pitch their company and progress made under Sixth 
Sense to a panel of judges representing technology specialists, investors, and Hexagon experts. Two or more winning start-ups will be 
selected and receive access to Hexagon’s customer base to help improve their processes whilst globalising their advanced solutions.


