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H exagon’s Manufacturing Intelligence 
division recently hosted its biggest, most 
comprehensive event ever for the Design 
and Engineering community right in the 
heart of automotive country. The HxGN 

LIVE Smart Simulation Summit 2022 skillfully staged 
engineering-centered ideas and applications that matter 
most to professionals in the field of design. Hexagon 
domain leaders and subject matter experts presented 
the company’s broadest range of CAE solutions and 
success stories to existing and potential customers. 
The forum was designed to share ways to revolutionise 
product development through the convergence 
of software, workflows, and methodologies 
driven by performance enabled 
simulation technology. The 
exclusive summit was held on 
November 9 and 10 at The 
Management Education 
Center at Michigan 
State University in Troy, 
Michigan. 

The Smart Simulation Summit was inspired by 
the current “shift to zero prototyping” trend 
driving innovation in the automotive and eMobility 
industries. The two-day agenda was mega-packed 
with keynote speakers, multiple industry 
guest speakers, high-level plenary 
sessions, and six user 
workshops. In addition, 
the schedule included 
conference 



The two-day conference kicked off on Wednesday morning, 
November 9, with six half-day intensive workshops for 
users of Hexagon’s CAE software portfolio. Topics covered 
included non-linear FEA, systems engineering simulation 
and an introduction to virtual manufacturing solutions. 
The agenda offered two automotive-focused workshops 
including addressing the challenges of composite EV parts 
with simulation, and meeting NVH targets with simulation. 
Also included in the training schedule was a sixth workshop 
focused on reduced order modelling and machine learning. 

On Wednesday afternoon, Rob Segal, Vice President of Sales, 
Design & Engineering, North America, delivered the welcome 
address to users from across the country. Rob introduced the 
Event Keynote speaker Simon Xu, Engineering Group manager, 
General Motors. Parth Joshi, Hexagon’s Chief Technology and 
Product Officer, along with Mahesh Kailasam, Vice President 
and GM of Design & Engineering teamed to present the 
first plenary session of the day. Keynote Rajiv Lulla, Global 
Practice Leader, Systems and Engineering at Egon Zehnder 
delivered an inspired presentation. Immediately following the 
speakers, attendees chose from 20+ educational sessions to 
choose from in five track areas: autonomous, manufacturing, 
materials, NVH and durability, and fluids and thermal. The 
first day concluded with a welcome reception for attendees, 
guests and sponsors following the afternoon program.

On Thursday morning, attendees received a warm greeting 
from Hexagon’s Manufacturing Intelligence division’s 

Tony Bromwell, VP of Engineering Operations, North 
America, followed by a plenary session with Dr. 

Bruce Engelmann, CTO, Hexagon’s Design and 
Engineering business unit and Dr. Arno Zinke, Sr. 

VP of Hexagon’s Software Engineering business 
unit. Amberlee Haselhuln, Ph.D., director 

of Materials and ICME at LIFT, presented 
the keynote address “Solving the 
Manufacturing Equation”.  The afternoon 

programming included a multitude of 
sessions delivered by customers and 
subject matter experts discussing a 
wide range of design and simulation 
applications in manufacturing, 
materials, noise and vibration, fluids 

and thermal, and machine learning. 

tracks with customer, partner and Hexagon/CoE presentations 
covering the top trends and applications in the simulation 
arena. Summit attendees were presented with 60+ speaker 
sessions in seven track areas: autonomous system dynamics, 
manufacturing, materials, Noise, Vibration, and Harshness 
(NVH) and durability, fluid and thermal, and machine learning. 
Valued customers and subject matter experts discussed a 
wide range of design and simulation applications in additive 
manufacturing, composites, design optimisation, multi-body 
dynamics, noise and vibration, and more. 

“Our HxGN LIVE Smart Simulation Summit created an 
extraordinary opportunity to engage and empower existing 
and potential customers for two content-rich days. Summit 
attendees learned ways to reimagine product development 
through the eyes of performance-enabled simulation as the 
industry drives towards a zero prototype goal. The networking 
events, interactive breakout sessions and user workshops not 
only enhanced the careers of fellow engineers, but allowed 
the Hexagon team to meet their valued users and learn more 
about their day-to-day challenges,” states Tony Bromwell, Vice 
President of Engineering Operations, North America, Hexagon’s 
Manufacturing Intelligence division. “Our program focused on 
advancing user knowledge and presenting fresh approaches 
to solve critical design challenges. This exclusive gathering of 
engineers, ideas and innovations was an event to remember…and 
one that will shape the engineering industry for years to come.”


